
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

November 15, 2018 
 
Dear Parents/ Guardians,  
 
Our Boyce Middle School students will once again be participating in our annual holiday service 
project-Friendship Shoeboxes.  Coordinated through our school counselors, this project asks 
each student to create a small holiday gift package, which will be presented to a needy child in 
Washington County through MERAKEY (formerly Northwestern Human Services). 
 
To create a Friendship Shoebox, students will fill a shoebox with items that are fun and 
practical.  We are requesting that participating fifth grade students purchase items 
appropriate for children ages 4-8.  Sixth grade students are asked to provide gifts for 
children ages 9-13, 
 
Gifts may be purchased specifically for a boy, a girl, or one that would be appropriate for 
either.  These items will be placed in a shoe box (to be brought in by the student), which will 
then be wrapped as a gift.  The explanation of this project will be presented during guidance 
classes the weeks of Nov. 26 through Dec. 3.  Wrapping the boxes will be done in the students’ 
respective guidance classes from Dec. 4 through Dec. 11. 
 
Items to go inside the shoe box (at least one item from each group) 

1.  A personal item:  soap, shampoo, toothpaste, brush, comb, etc. 
2.  A small article of clothing:  scarf, socks, gloves, mittens, hat, etc. 
3.  An activity item:  books, cards, small games, etc. 
4.  An edible item: chewing gum, hard candy, lollipops, (nothing that will melt or spoil) 

Students will need to bring in gift wrap, scotch tape, and a shoebox.  Any gift wrap and tape 
they do not use, can be brought home. 
 
The “Friendship Shoebox” is a service project; therefore, students are encouraged to raise 
money needed to purchase the items through their own efforts.  IB students may count the time 
that they spend on this project as community service hours. 
 
Every Boyce student is invited to take part in this effort; however, participation is not 
mandatory.  Through community service, we hope our students develop and nurture the belief 
that an integral part of self-fulfillment comes through the act of giving.  Please let us know if you 
have any questions or concerns about the Friendship Shoebox project.  We can be reached as 
follows: 
Amy Antonio, 5th Grade Counselor: 412 833-1600 ext.5011 
Tonia Autieri, 6th Grade Counselor:  412 833-1600 ext. 5010 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
Sincerely, 
Tonia Autieri and Amy Antonio 
 
 


